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" Expedition of Kanjiroba Himal
- Climbed Mt. Kanjeralwa -

by Fumihito Watanabe

Within the range of materials at hand, Kanjiroba, the main peak,
was supposedly 7,043m high, and Kangde Hiunchuli 7,000m high,
at the time we - 1973 Japan Kanjiroba Expedition - set Kanjiroba
Himal as our goal. A map of those days showed us much of the
space left unprinted. It seemed really mysterious to us that
the area remained with unconquered peaks of 7,000m height class
and unknown mountains.

But later when another map made by Mr. Tyson, an Englishman,
was recognized, height of the peaks in those areas was totally
lowered to below 7,000m. In 1970, Osaka City University
Himalayan Expedition succeeded for the first time in conquering
the main peak of Kanjiroba Himal in their unique plan of cross-
ing over Patrashi Himal. And in 1971, Himalaya Expedition of
Csaka Frefecture Alpine Federation succeeded in the first ascent
of unnamed peak, which had been in question to be the second
highest in the eastern part of the area. They named it Tso
Kharpo Kang. These two glorious successes helped to make clear
more about the veiled Kanjiroba Himal.

When we were told of the latter success,; we brought focus onto
Kanjeralwa, for the height of the peak is next to the main peak
and much of the mountainous area untouched. Frankly speaking,
we felt somewhat sorry to hear that there was a party already
approached to the eastern part.ef Kanjiroba Himal. But
Kanjeralwa was constantly fascinating and mysterious to us,
because it still remained a group of virgin peaks including an
unsurveyed valley named Pung Phung Khola.

At first, we had no idea of the shape of the mountains or what
they are made of. Later, we could know the condition of the
upper part of mountains in the photographs offered by Mr. Sawada
of Csaka City University Himalayan Expedition, and Mr. Abe and
Vr. Yoshinaga of Himalaya Expedition of Osaka Prefecture Alpine
Federation, however, we could not know at all about the lower
part but to infer about the climbing route or the Base Camp site
from the materials about the two valleys on the south face given
by Mr. fbe and Mr. Yoshinaga. We were scheduled to climb from
this face, including investigation around Pung Phung Khola
valley, though it turned out to be impossible or almost difficult
on-the-spot survey. Therefore, we had to attack the summit from
the ridge placed between the two above-mentioned valleys.

About an approach to Dhorpatan we were thinking of a chartered
airplane as our transportation means, and to make a caravan
then afterwards.
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However, there was a pass on its way about 4,500m high and
it seemed impossible to fly over there in a pre-monsoon season.
That compelled us to start and return from Jumla.

It was March 12 when we entered Kathmandu, we were the last
expedition in the pre-monsoon season. It is said that an import
licence has been needed for a portable baggage since this year,
and took another day to finish these customs clearance.

We had to carry to Jumla with twelve people including six
members, a liaison-officer, sherpas and baggage weighting ap-
proximately 1.5t. We dealt with twice of a chartered plane of
Twin Ctter (cost about #67 for one time), capable of 1.1t. and
another twice of regular lines (Monday, Tuesday). The regular
line costed 360 Rs for one person but was reduced to 26
Rs on its way back from there.

Mr, Chotare befame our liaison-officer, who once served as a
Sardar Of JAC Everest Expedition in 1970. We enjoyed ourselves
with this good fortune. He was but alsoc a sherpa I trekked with
5 years ago in Solo Khumbu district. So it was a happy reunion
for me, too. He entered an army this year and became a second
lieutenant in charge of training mountain soldiers. We were
helped so much by the way he used to think things on the stand-
point of a party and he worked harder than that of Sardar.

This often becomes a problem which many parties have to confront
with about a liaison-officer. This is a story taken place
afterwards. We gave him unnecessary mountaineeing equipment
all we had after the expedition. We hoped to be of some help

to make his dream come true of establishing a mountaineeing
training school for sherpas. Good sherpas will benefit us, all
of the expedition, in the long run. I want to ask other ex-
peditions of doing in the same way, if I am allowed to use some
space here for it.

Our party were divided into two groups and flew to Jumla on
March 21. Ve hired 52 porters at Jumla., Head of porters
demanded us to supply food plus 15 Rs of daily wages, SO
we convinced them of additional 2 Rs.

OUn March 23, the caravan started. On March 26, we got to
Kaigaon, a historical place in Kanjiroba Himal mountaineeing,
through Kumri, Munigaon, Chotta, Maure La, and Rimi, without
causing any troubles with the notorious Jumla porters.
Villages on its way were poor as we had expected. They sold
only eggs except potatoes. On our way at Maure La, 3,600m
high, much snow was left on its northern side, however, we
passed there without difficulty while the snow was firm in the
early morning.

Entering from Kaigaon to Garpung Khola and thence to cross
over Kagmara La was nearer, however, to cross over a pass 5,100m
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high would be rather difficult if after in May. We came to
Tibrikot after crossing Balangra La (3,900m). We had to stay
there for another day to exchange some porters who insisted on
saying that they would go back by all means. Then they request-
ed us to raise wages because the price of food materials would
cost higher after there. We agreed to pay 17 Rs for a day.

On March 31, we arrived at the junction of Suli Gad through
Para, Ruma, without stopping by Dunei. The road from Suli Gad
was really a narrow and rough one, winding up and down along
valleys. We were relieved when we got to the junction of Dojam
Khola. Ringmo is near at hand from here. After a long journey,
we enjoyed the evening camping out in an open field. In front
commanded a magnificient view of the needle of Fluted Peak.
Kanjeralwa invisible from here, though, it came in sight in the
distance while on our way to Suli Gad.

On April 4, we met with the reconnaissance party preceded from
Tibricot, at the foot of a middle ridge between Zarazan Khola
where we later located B.C.(3,700m high), and Naure Khola.

Thus we put an end to the lengthy caravan.

As I said above, we were supposed to reach the top from Pung
Phung Khola. For this purpose, the reconnaissance party was
sent to see its possibilities. The result was as follows:

1. Pung Thung Khola is an open ravine giving an impression of
somewhat light.

2. Mountains sorrounding are composed of rocks and ice, and
the west face of Kanjeralwa alone forming Himalayan
creases.,

3. Gully reaching from the col between the summit and the
pinnackle is so steep and dangerous on account of a
threatening avalanche from upward.

i, There is one way to come out to the ridge way by approach-
ing from a branch stream, though it is too far to reach
the summit.

The reconnaissance party entered Naure Khola seeking further
possibility, however, retreated because of hindrance of gorge.
Moreover, they ascended the middle ridge between Naure Khola
and Zarazan Khola. They went up as far as the point (later C1),
where the huge ridge changed to a craggy ridge. There at first,
they commanded a whole view of Kanjeralwa. Two routes were set
to reach the upper ice-wall. One was to go on the craggy ridge
reaching up to the ice-wall. The other was to descend down to
the fountain-head of Naure Khola on its halfway on the craggy
ridge, and then break through the icefall blocking overhead.

On the other hand, Zarazan Khola seemed almost impassable as a
route because it was covered with a huge Slab at the upper part
and with a conspicuous gorge at its lower part.

When we thought of climbing from the Pung Phung Khola side,
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we were to use the route above-mentioned in number 3. But as ‘this
turned out to be impossible, we could but to choose the other

way. And that, even if we reached the ridge from the branch
stream as is said in number 5, the precentage to win success by
traversing a lengthy knife-edge would be by no means large.

After all, I decided to adopt the middle ridge route expecting
surer success. But I regret to say that there was no glacier

nor mountains around the B.C.

On April 7, all the members with 25 porters except sub-leader
at B.C., started for Cl. The show of yesterday was entirely
disappeared, though, it was uneasy to walk on a steep slope.

Mr. Chotare heading before porters, opened the way by cutting
bush with a hatchet in his hand called "Kukuri''.

Going up a steep alope, and ascending to the left on a vast
ridge, we stood on the side near Naure Khola to find Kanjeralwa
right before our eyes. Apparently, I judged I could manage,
however, I could not catch sight of the craggy ridge in question
from here. We pitched a2 provisional Cl, where the grass ridge
changed to a rocky cne. I with Mr. Chotare and sherpas went
back to B.C. and the other members including the cook stayed
at Cl.

On April 8, members stayed at Cl made a route on the ridge to
C2. The sub-leader and a2ll sherpas went up to Cl. On the oc-
casion of communication at noon, we were suspended by a violent
thunder for a time. The thunder often annoyed us since then.

On April 9, we moved the provisional C1l (L4,600m high) slightly
upward, at the same time we continued route finding to C2. In

a communication in the evening, they transmitted to us that the
craggy ridge was fragile and technically difficult to c¢limb, and
that they would like to change to explore the Naure Khola side.
Next day, members of Cl were exchanged to each other properly.
One party moved Cl upward, and the other explored the Kar at the
fountainhead of Naure Khola.

After a communication, we decided to establish C2 at the
upper part of Naure Khola and to take a route on the icefall. As I
was recovering from my old sprain, I ascended to Cl the next
day.

Cn April 11, Kyogoku, Goshima, and Mingma Tenzing moved up to
the provisional C2. The rest of the members transferred to Cl.
When they all finished moving, I arrived at Cl. Soon I climbed
up a small peak above Cl to see the condition. I could see a
small provisional C2 below my eyes, with an icefall hanging over
it. It really seemed rough. On the other hand, the craggy
ridge seemed certainly fragile as they said, though, I found out
that they gave up advancement at about a half of a 2 kilometer
craggy ridge in full length. This was a result of mistaken
routing without making exploration beforehand.
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Therefore, we, including Sardsr, tried to climb the craggy
ridge again, considering to choose difficulty for safety rather
than danger in an icefall., Kyogoku and the other member stayed
at the provisional C2 reconnoitered around the gully to find a
route to the gap of the craggy ridge.

The next morning, Kyogoku communicated to me that as the gully
was full of falling rocks, so they changed to explore the ice-
fall. The party of sub-leader, Sakamoto, Sardar and Pasang
reached to the lower part of the ice-wall unexpectedly early at
lp.m. after climbing up on the craggy ridge. The other icefall
exploration party tried hard, however, they had to return to C2
because of a crevasse on their way upward.

This brought about a conclusion of the route-finding. Even
if we got over the crevasse of an icefall in a short time, this
route would need an extra camp and there was no telling when the
icefall itself would break down. OCn April 13, Sakamoto who ex-
perienced 2 new altitude yesterday were feeling bad. 1 descend-
ed to B.C. with him., The other people remained taking for a
rest.

Next day on April 14, we moved the provisional C2 (L4,900m high)
in Naure Khola to on the craggy ridge. Three members stayed
there at C2 except Goshima who descended to Cl. Hattori and
Sardar continued route-meking. I went up to Cl. A snowstorm
towards the evening.

On April 15, the three stayed at C2 extended the route to the
scheduled C3. Members at Cl, after loading up to C2, descended
to B.C. with Chotare who came up to Cl in the aftermnoon.

Sakamoto recovered and entered Cl.

Un April 16, Kyogoku and Nomura reinforced the route to C3, de-
scending to B.C. later. Mingma Tenzing returned to Cl from C2
to lozd up to C2. Sakamoto and three sherpas tayed at C2.

The next day, the four members of C2 established C3 (5,300m

high) end Sakamoto and Sardar stayed there. Two sherpas loaded
twice up to C3 from C2. Hattori and Goshima entered C2 from B.
C. I returned to B.C. On Lpril 18, Sakamoto and Sardar explored
a route to Chk. The four members at C2 went up and down between
C2 and C3 to carry loads up. Kyogoku and Nomura ascended to Cl.
I explored Zarazan Khola with Mr. Chotare whether it was unable
for porters as their descent route, but abandoned because it
needed some more construction.

Cn April 19, Hattori and Goshima at C2, including Sardar at C3
conducted reconnaissance around Ch (5,800m high) and its upper
part. Sakamoto regained C2, Kyogoku and Nomura went up to C3.
lingma Tenzing and Fassang went to and fro between C2 and C3.

I 1001

On fpril 20, Kyogoku and Nomura started to make a route to the
upper part of Ch. We loaded up to Ch from C2 and C3. This even-
ing, I decided the first attacking members and the second ones.
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To make certain of success I combined the members and sherpas
strong in altitudes. Those sherpas were technically well-
trained. Thus, I organized the first attacking party by some
members in good physical condition and sherpas. They were
Kyogoku, Coshima, Sardar and Mingma Tenzing. The second party
with Hattori, Nomura, Sakamoto and Passang.

The, following on April 21. The first attacking party of four
entered Cl receiving support by the second party, and then
started to make their way upward.

On April 22, the first attacking party started C4 at 6 Sala,
awaiting till the wind fell. Yesterday's steps cut were almost
unseen in snow, though, they went on the way until they reached
the end of the fixed rope at &:30 a.m. Hereafter, they chose
a route to the left on an icefall seemingly in a good condition.
They continued to climb, looking in their back with Churen
Himal and Putha Hiunchuli that had just been brightened in the
morning sun. Before long, they were hindered their way by a
huge crevzasse.

The snow-bridge over the crevasse was cut off in the way. It
didn't reach to the other side. There was no way but to walk
on it, so they did.

After that, they wound to the right greatly to climb the lower
part of an ice-wall. Again they came out on a ridge. The
craggy tower beside Cl was visible afar off. After ascending a
small ice-wall, they appeared on a spacious snow field, noticing
a peak looking like the summit in the back.

They reached the peak in a cloud Just started to grow, however,
the real peak was far inside. After crossing over a small
crevasse, then climbing an ice-wall, they finally reached the
summit at 12:30.

They spent half an hour at the summit, then tried hard to
descend to C3 in a snow just began to fall. The second attack-
ing party was awaiting at Cl, prepareing for the tomorrow.

Cn April 23, despite in a bad weather and in no visibility, the
second attacking party achieved success. The first party un-
loaded a part of equipment to Cl.

The following on April 24 and 25, we had porters ascend to Cl
again and finished withdrawal of everything.,

On April 28, we entered Pung Phung Khola. From the junction of
Naure Khola, traces were left windingly on the broad ridge
ranging from the Pinnacle. In summer they put yak to grass and
the way must be made before it is known. The purpose of in-
vestigation of Pung Phung Khola was whether it was easy to cross
over to Fhoksundo Khola from Pung Phung Khola.

Spring had already come in the open and light Pung FPhung Khola
and the snow was entirely faded away if compared with the time
of the first investigation. We walked about three hours from
the junction, the path along the left side vanished in a stream.
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Two branch streams came in from the ridge stretched from
Kanjeralwa. Around the junction was large and covered with
debris. At a distance from here there was a big lake, reflect-
ing creases of the west face of Kanjeralwa. On the east of its
lake, that is, on the left bank of the valley, to find a tecto-
nic earth was an unexpected discovery.

The stream from the lake disappeared on the earth and a heap
of dried rocks were burying the valley. In front, Wedge Peak and
unnamed peaks of 6,000m class were towering. There are two
lakes zbove and three in all in this valley.

After about an hour's walk from the lake, Pung Phung La stre-
tched to a col with a snow on a slope of moraines which was not
50 steep. -It seemed easy to climb. The route to the col of
Jagdula Khola appeared rather tough with a sharp icefall at the
lower part. Towering Fluted Peak was full of icefalls here and
there and seemed to be considerably tough, too, though, never
seemed impossible. Anyway, Pung Phung Khola was really a
beautiful valley sorrounded by rocks, iced peaks unconquered
and three lakes.

Weather became worse. As I was afraid of the return flight,
we left B.C. On May 2 and set out for caravan. We took a different
way via Kagmara La to go back. Snow was fairly deep. So I
negotiated with Head of porters of Pungmo to get Jumra in a
week with eight days wages (17 Rs a day). After all I was set-
tled with ten days wages.

It's impossible to cross over Kagmara la in a day. A narrow
valley at first became gradually opened and took a whole day to
reach a pleasant pasture called Korokusan among mountains. The
way ahead was completely covered with remaining snow and debris,
and indeed a pass above 5,000m. Porters from Pungmo worked
very hard. In the morning of May 5, we could arrive at a
village Hurikot near Kaigaon, even if there were rainy days or
the days when we couldn't work fully because of snow blindness.
The natives seemed to pronounce it "Yurikot'.

Hence the road parted from Garpung Khola. We trod on a ridge
way looking down on Kaigaon and Rimi to the left. From between
the two passes of Naire La, and Gotei La ranging from Maure La,
where we had to make efforts to climb on our way, commanded
Chaurkot below our eyes. Standing on Gotei La, I could see
Ghythumba towering shapely in the distance, and Choruta Khola
flowing in a broad field in its back.

Further steps on a pleasant road along Choruta Khola led us
to the junction of Maure La, where we came across the same course
we had once came. It was 6th day, on May 7, when we arrived at
Jumla.
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