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KEDARNATH DOME EXPEDITION 1980

THE HIMALAYAN ASSOCIATION OF JAPAN

By Yoko Kimura

The Himalayan Association of Japan(HAJ) was founded in 1967, and now has over 900
members throughout Japan sharing a common interest in the Himalayan region. The particular
interests of HAJ members are varied, some are interested in mountain climbing Gthers in
Botany, Zoology, race, religion, history, and the geography of the Himalayan region.

The activies sponsored by HAJ cover a wide range of fields. In the area of climbing HAJ has
sponsored over 10 expeditions, including climbs to the summit of Batura 2(7,710m), Nun
(7,135m), and Trisul (7,120m) among others.

For the purpose of familiarizing beginning climbers with high altitude climbing techniques,
HAJ sends one expedition each year to the Indian Himalayas. These expeditions are sponsored
by a branch organization of HAJ, “The Himalayan Mountaineering Institute of HAJ", and are
usually scheduled during the post monsoon season. These expeditions are usually conducted in
the mountains between altitudes of 6500m and 7000m.

In 1980 The Himalayan Mountaineering Institute sponsored a climb to the top of the
Kedarnath Dome (6831m) located at the head of the Kirti Bamak glacier in the Garhwal
Himalaya. On October 3, 1980 3 members of the team reached the summit of the Kedarnath
Dome. On the following day 16 members of the same party joined them in reaching the
summit.

Our expedition consisted of a leader, 2 instructors, and 17 members. The following are the
names of the participants in our expedition.

Yoshio Ogata (Leader 32), Noboru Yamada (Instructor 30)

Fuji Tsunoda (Indtructor 28), Hiromi Ohno (37)

Nobuhiro Shingo (36), Noriharu Iida (37)

Kijuro Endo (33), Hiroyasu Usami (30)

Hisao Seki (29), Tosihisa Takase (29)

Harue Kikuchi (29, woman), Hiroyuki Nobata (27)

Masami Yamagata (25), Yoko Kimura (25, woman)

Seiitiro Maru (25), Hirosi Kumagaya (24)

Mituaki Saito (23), Toyoko Murakami (23, woman)

Akio Fujioka (23), Akihiro Kitade (22)

Our liaison officer, appointed by the Indian government, was Rajiv Raji (27).

The advance party made up of Ogata and Kitade left Japan on September 4th, and joined
Seki who had already been in India on a previous expedition. They waited in Delhi for four
days until they had arranged for the delivery of sufficient food and equipment by the agency of
Cox and Kings.

On the 9th, the advance party traveled 15 hours by bus to Uttarkashi, arriving about 10p.m.
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In Uttarkashi, they had expected to fine their porters waiting for them, but due to a landslide
between Gangani and Dabrani the porters had been delayed. The next day, September 10th,
Ogata, Seki,Raji (liaison officer), and the porter’s agent, Garhwal Mandal Vikas’ Nigam, traveled
by bus to Bukhi to investigate why the porters were late in arriving. On their way they
encountered a group of porters and 2 other expeditions (Nehru Institute of Mountaineering,
India, and Meguro Rozan, Japan) who were enroute to Uttarkashi. These groups verified that
our porters were indeed on their way to Uttarkashi, and so the advance party returned to
Uttarkashi to await the porter’s arrival and to prepare for their departure the next day.

On September 12th, the advance party accompanied by the porters traveled by bus to
Gangani where a hot spring was located. From Gangani they walked about an hour until
arriving at Dabrani. In Dabrani they boared a bus and traveled about 55km to Lanka. On the
13th, they were forced to walk from Lanka to Bhairon Ghatti because of damage caused to the
road by a landslide. From Bhairon Ghatti they traveled about thirty minutes by bus to
Gangotri, a Hindu holy place. They continued on from Gangotri until they reached Chirbas
where they stopped for the night.

On the 14th, they proceeded 7km to the advance base camp of the Nehru Institute of
Mountaineering in Gaumukh. They spent the night in the Nehru Institute’s big tent. The next
day they reached their own base camp which had previously been used by Tokyo University’s
Shivling Expedition, and deposited their equipment there.

On the 15th, they established an Advance Base Camp on the side of a moraine located on
the left side of the Kirti Bamak glacier, and began to transport their equipment to the new
Advance Base Camp. Between their Base and Advance Base camp they were frightened by the
danger of falling rock while traversing the moraine. They shifted their Base camp in 40 minutes
to a place across Tapovan.

On the 13th, the main party of our expedition left Japan and arrived at Bhojbas on the
18th. The main party spent the day after their arrival in Bhojbas, climbing to and from the Base
Camp preparing themselves for more strenuous climbing at higher altitudes. On the following
day, the 20th, all members were forced to remain in their tents by a heavy snowfall.

On the 22th, the main party began to ferry their loads from the Base to Advance Base Camp.
These members experienced similar difficulties traversing the moraine, especially after the fresh
snowfall. Two members, Ogata and Seki remained at the Advance Base Camp, while the others
returned to the Base Camp for the night. Two members were forced to return to Bhajbas to
recover from illness.

On the 23th, Ogata and Seki set out from the Advance Base Camp to find a suitable place
for establishing our next camp, Campl. Ogata and Seki crossed the Kirti Bamak glacier and
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reached the ridge of the Kedarnath Dome.There they were forced to make their route through
deep snow, climbing up to an altitude of 5415m. After depositing their loads at that point, they
descended to the Advance Base Camp where they joined 10 other members of our party.

On the 24th, members set out from the Advance Base Camp and established Camp 1 at an
altitude of 5550m. 11 of these members returned to the Advance Base Camp that night for rest
and better acclimatization to the high altitude. On the 25th, Yamada, Shingo, Seki, Takase,
Fujioka, remained at Camp 1.

On the next day, these five members who spent the night at Camp 1, Yamada, Shingo, Seki,
Takase, and Fujioka left Camp 1 about 6:am to look for a suitable place for establishing Camp
2. They climbed slowly through deep snow up the gentle slopes of the Dome with the aid of a
100m rope attached to crevasses in the snow wall, They selected a spot for Camp 2 on the
Dome at an altitude of about 6280m, and returned to Camp 1 where they were joined by 10
other membrs who had arrived from the Advance Base Camp the same day.

On the 27th, 5 members returned to the Advance Base Camp to rest for the attack on the
summit. The 10 remaining members at Camp 1 ferried the rest of the equipment to Camp 2 and
had their first experiences at altitudes of about 6330m and they returned to Camp 1 for the
night. 5 other members who were not sufficiently acclimazed climbed to Camp 1.

On the 28th, 9 members descended from Camp 1 to the Advance Base Camp for rest. The
five other members who were late for acclimatization had a experience of an altitude of Camp 2
and descended to the Advance Base Camp.

It was the first time all the members had rested in over a week, and only the second time
that all the members of our expedition had gathered to spend the night together in the same
camp.

On the 29th, 5 of our members, Yamada, Shingo, Seki, Takase, and Fujioka, began their
climb to the main peak of Kedarnath after spending the night at Camp 1. The other 15
members of our expedition remained at the Advance Base Camp resting for their attack on the
summit, On the 30th, the 5 members who had spent the night at Camp 1 advanced to Camp 2
where they stayed overnight. The 15 members who had remained at the Advance Base Camp on
the 29th, advanced to Camp 1 and spent the night there.

October 1 was scheduled as the attack day for the 5 members at Camp 2. Due to illness
Fujioka was forced to give up his attack on the summit, and remained at Camp 2 with Yamada.
The other 3 members, Shingo, Seki, and Takase set out from Camp 2 at 3-30a.m. for their
attack on the summit, but were soon halted by extremely cold temperatures. In the cold
temperatures Takase had become ill and had no choice but to return to Camp 2. After returning
to Camp 2, Yamada set out to join Shingo and Seki. At about 9-10a.m. they reached the



summit of the Dome,

The route from the Dome to the main peak of Kedarnath, was especially long and
treacherous. At one point there was a col in the path. Moreover, it was already too late to
attempt an attack on the Kedarnath Peak and so with reluctance they decided to give up their
attack on the main peak. Seki returned to Camp 1 on skis while Yamada and Shingo returned
on foot.

In Camp 2 Seki, Yamada, and Shingo joined. Takase and Fujioka got along with the
remaining 15 members who had climbed up from the Advance Base Camp to Camp 2 on the
same day. On the way up to Camp 2 lida had become ill and returned to the Advance Base
Camp.

On October 2nd, we started for the Dome summit after spending a final night at Camp 2.
Yamada remained alone in Camp 2 as a support member. Using crampons we continued
climbing in at an altitude over 6000m. After about three and a half hours we reached the
summit of the Dome. From the summit we were treated to a spectacular view of the landscape
below. To the North West we could see the Bhagirathi group of peaks. In other directions we
were able to see the peaks of Shivling and Sri Lailash. After finishing our ceremony on the
summit, we returned immediately to Camp 2 and continued down to Camp 1. Seven members,
exhausted from their climb to the summit, remained at Camp 1 for the night. The other
members of our expedition returned to the Advance Base Camp.

On October 3th, we withdrew from Base Camp. The next day we began our return trip to
Delhi. On October 8th we returned to the starting point of our trip, Delhi. We remained in
Delhi for two days before returning to Japan on October 11th. A few other members of our
group decided to remain, participating in other expedition into Nepal, and taking a trip in
Pakistan, and India.

Our expedition lasted only 28 days, but it will never fade from our memories. We believe
adventure has no end, for the end of one adventure only markes the beginning of anothers.

January, 1981
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