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HAJ K-2 EXPEDITION 1985

-Report of climbing K-2 (8, 61 Im) by the South Eeast Ridge (Abruzzi Ridge) -
by Kenji Yoshida

You might be ask how come we would climb K-2 by the Abruzzi redge.
It's already climbed many times by other parties. Anyway we were materializing
the plan longing the elevation of 8, 611m before everything else. We cannot help
having to be attracted by such height, because our dream is not only to explore
unknown area but also to get such a height.

K-2, we have been facing to it for three years in our mind. It was more
severe and excellent mountain than that of our image. Our romanticism for height
will never 1o0ose in the world as long as are mountain there.

leader : Kazuo Tobita

Vice-leader : Hisashi Nakaoka, Noboru Yamada

Climping L.eader : Kenji Yoshida

Doctor : Junichi Shiota

Viemper : Osamu Yamada, Hiroshi Ijichi, Kijuro Endo, Masanobu Tsuchiya
Hideo Takebe, Yuetsu Ishida, Noboru Hosokai, Kazunari Murakami
Toshiaki Sakaue, Masafumi Kumada, Yuko Okada

Caravan

We arrived in Skardu on may 30th. Hiring porters and unloading
equipment on tractors. The caravan started from Dasso with 243 porters on June
1st. We marched along Baltoro street favorabiy looking up many excellent peaks
such as Trango Tower, Masherbrum, Gasherbrum and Broad Peak etc.. We

reacnea our provisional Base Camp at 5, 200m of Godwin Austin Glacier on June
11th.

Camp making and unloading

We carried our loads ourselves and moved Base Camp to 5,500m at the
base of the Abruzzi Ridge, which we set up on June 20. We started practical
climbing on June 22nd. We set up Camp I at 6, 250m on 26th, Camp II at 6, 800m
above House's Chimney on 28th and Camp III at 7, 400m on July 6th. After that,
unloaded needed equipment and prearranged place for Camp IV on 7, 840m.
Everyone gathered at Base Camp and took a rest.
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First attempt

The attempt members planned were N. Yamada, K. Murakami and myself as
the first party and K. Tobita, J.Shiota, M. Kumada, N. Hosokai, T.Sakaue and
Y. Okada as the Ssecond party.

July 16th - the first attempt party left Base Camp and the next day the
second attempt party also left Base Camp in the fitfully snow. The first party got
into Camp III and the second party to Camp IIL

18th - The first party reached at 7,840m by hard unloading and set
up Camp IV. The second party remained Camp II because of storm.

19th - The snow storm was still blowing. So the attempt was given up and
all of us nine went back to Base Camp.

Second Attempt

After two days of waiting for clear weather, same three as the first
party and six as the second party moved to Camp II

23rd - Nine the first and second attempt members got in Camp III. And
the first members moreover went to Camp IV. The weather was getting better.
We were tense with expectancy for the next day.

24th - The first three Yamada, Murakami and I left Camp IV at 2:30
A. M. and climbed up the shoulder. Then we climbed the rocky couloir which led
us to the bottom of the hanging seracs. The deep snow was troublesome as we
passed tnrough the seracs on the left side. Though temporarily stopped by the
weather, we reached the summit at 1:40 P. M. Murakami and I used oxygen.
The second party moved to Camp IV and prepared for the attempt of the next day.

25th - Going higher the second party, stronger the wind blow and getting
like biizzard. So they gave up and came back to Camp IV.

26th - Everyone gathered at Base Camp again.

Third attempt

It seemed to be the last attempt of this expedition. Same six members for
the attempt and four the unloading left Base Camp on July 31st. But rough
weather prevented them from setting out over Camp III. On August 5th morning
Tobita, Shiota, Hosokai and Okada talked together to give up the attempt. And
the next day they went back to Base Camp leaving Camp IV because it was so
dangerous to collect it prevented by much snow.
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