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EXPEDITION REPORT

We HAJ Gangotri Exp. 1990 succeeded in reaching the summit of
Mt. Satopanth, which is a famous peak in the Gangotri area. In the
summer of 1990 we 10 members climbed against and overcame difficulty
and on 10th August 5 members and 4 on 11lth, totally 9 members reached
the summit without any accident.

We are most thankful to those who assisted and helped us in
India, They were IMF, Shikhar Travels (P) Ltd. and the Government
of Uttar Pradesh.

We will report here about our expedition with deep thanks

and gratitude.

PROGRESS

11th July

Advance party, Hosaka and Nakagawa, left Japan at 12:20a.m. four
days behind schedule due to visa problem and arrived in Delhi

at 9:30p.m. same day.

12 - 14th

Advance party had done custom clearance, checked the baggage
deposited at Shikhar Travels, repacked many pieces of the baggage,
prepared food and equipments, provided Liaison Officer with climbing
equipments and waited for the main party.

15th

Sekine, Endo(Mrs.), Hirakawa(Miss), Amagi, Okegawa, Takita, Goto

and Najiwara(Miss) left Japan as main party and joined the advance
party and our Liaison Officer in Delhi at 10:00p.m..

16th

Starting from Delhi at past 10:00a.m. by bus, we had to change our
way due to Hindu Festival. After lunch at Roorkee, we passed through
Hardwar and reached tourist house in Rishikesh at dusk.

17th

Started from Rishikesh at 10:30a.m. due to permission clearance.
Soon our way ran along the Ganges where we could see people transplanting
rice and reached Uttarkashi at past 7:00p.m..

18th
Procuring some perishable food and visiting Nehru Institute of

Mountaineering in the morning, we started in the afternoon gaining



height gradually, and reached Gangotri at past 7:00p.m.. Some
members felt cold for we made about 2000m in height in one day.

All members and staff of Shikhar Travels gathered and introduced
each other.

19th

Worshipping the Gangotri Temple and strolling along the Ganges, we
could see snow capped high peaks in front and on the right of us.
Some members felt sickly due to height and coldness. We reached
Bhujbas from 3:00 to 5:00p.m..

20 - 22nd

Acclimatizing and resting. Two members went down to Gangotri due to
their bad condition. Going through Goumkh and going up Gangotri
Glacier, we established tents at Nandanban 4300m, from where we could
see Mt. Shivling, Mt. Kedarnath and other peaks. We actually felt
that we were in Himalaya!

23 - 24th

Acclimatizing and resting. Two members came up from Gangotri and
joined us.

25th

Established BC at Vaski Tal 4800m. Some baggage did not reach us
because the river had risen due to the squall which had come toward
the evening. ©Some members had to spend a cold night, for they did
not have their baggage with them, so others who had sleeping bags
lent them their clothes.

26th

All members of the party gathered at BC at noon. Mt. Satopanth could
be seen when we went up Chaturangi Glacier for about 1 hour. We
braced ourselves up when we saw Mt. Satopanth which is a beautiful
and shapely trapedium peak.

27 - 29%th

Deciding the place of Cl. Carrying baggage to Cl and scouting our
route to C2,

30th

Established Cl on morains 5100m which was a comfortable place with
a stream running by.

31st July - 2nd August



Making route and carrying baggage to C2. We were confronted by heaps
of rock after climbing up loose glacier for about 1 hour. First we
tried to make route on these heaps, but had to abandon due to danger
of falling stones. We made route from right side of the heaps where
we saw some seracs and fixed ropes, avoiding crevasses on snow wall
40 degrees directly. From there we climbed up left slantwise and up
the wide ridge directly. The slope became loose at C2 5800m. In the
day time it was hard to walk through because the sun melted the snow.
3rd

Established €2, From there we could see Mt. Vasuki Parbat. Top of
Mt. Satopanth also could be seen just behind its own knife ridge with
great dignify. In the glow of the setting sun, C2 was reestablished
10m to the west due to falling stones from the remaining heaps. We
had a hard time working due to the high altitude.

4 - 5th

Making route on knife ridge to C3. This was the main point of our
climbing because it was the most difficult and dangerous section.
Beside knife ridge, it was very hard to climb because the condition
of the snow ground was unstable and snow bars were not effective.

In spite of these bad conditions, we could make route two pitches
just beside C3. On this day we could have prospect of attacking.

7 - 9th

After taking rest for 2 days or more, the first team, Hosaka, Sekine,
Amagi, Okegawa and Goto shifted to 6300m and established C3.

10th

The first team started from C3 at 5:30a.m.. Climbing up in deep snow,
we reached the summit at 11:30a.m.. Although we could not see the
spectacular view because of the thick fog, we took delight, blessed
ourselves and took photos of one another. We started climbing down
at 12:00p.m. and reached C2., The second team, Takita, Endo, Hirakawa
and Nakagawa shifted to C3.

11th

The second team got to the summit at 12:00p.m.. Weather was similar
to the day before. They climbed down carefully and stayed overnight
at C3.

12th



All members were concentrated at Cl. We were busy cleaning and packing
our baggage.

14th

We left BC and went the way we came reaching Delhi early in the

morning of 18th,

I would like to express here our regret about Mr. Nalim Gautam,
who was our Liaison Officer. He is a good climber, who could have
climbed Mt. Satopanth and had the will to climb with us. But he
had to give up climbing with us because our team's capacity was limited.

Let me add at the end. We hope we have been able to promote
friendly relationship between India and Japan through our Indian
Himalayan Expedition.

Akinori HOSAKA

leader of HAJ Gangotri Expedition 1990
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