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FOREWORD

Sadashige Inada
Director of HAJ

I feel to be acquainted recently with Mrs.Reiko Terasawa, Japanese
leader of this expedition, but in fact it has passed 8 years since I met her
first. Kinnaur Kailas joint expedition in 1986 couldn’t scale the peak, but
the relationship between Mrs. Terasawa and India began to be close then.
After that, I asked her to support the management of HAJ because of her good
personality.

Every Indian who concerned with Indian mountaineer has been helped by
her when coming to Japan. They all were impressed with her hospitality, and
ask me her news whenever I meet them in India.

The reason why I asked her to lead an expedition in Spiti again was
that I trusted on her ability to solve many problems and her ambition for
Himalaya.

At first, the aim was Mt.Gya (6, 794m) in the inner part of Spiti, the
highest mountain in that area, It looks like the huge bird spreading its
wings. It is very beautiful but seems to be very hard to climb. Mr.H.Kapadia
the pioneer of Gya, recommended it to us earnestly. Refering to documents of
the peak, finally we found that not only climbing but also approaching it
were very hard, This time the team was going to be a joint expedition so it
couldn”t run any risk. With ITBP we discussed about other peaks proposed.
¥e also got some photos of interesting peaks in Garhwal from Mr. Kapadia in
Bombay and at last found P.6940 among them. There left not much time before
departure. Mrs.Terasawa was so busy to do many things including gathering
pembers. that she could hardly sleep well at many nights. Moreover, the
permission and the visa were not sent to the team even at the end of June,
so Mrs. Terasawa had to go to India to make the situation better. Feeling so
sorry to make her so, I dropped in Delhi on the way to England to help her.

Overcoming those difficulties, all the members of this team scaled
P. 6940 because of their perfectly fine cooperation. I have a great regard

for Mrs. Terasawa having overcome many difficulties, and other members”



efforts.

P.6940 stands on the border between India and China, in politically
complicated circumstances. During these 45 years no foreigners have been to
this area, which is very valuable to explore. Most of the people being
interested in Himalaya have a dream to go to Mana pass which some Jesuits
have passed in the beginning period of Himalayan exploration. This team had
good luck to scale an unclimbed peak in this area and give it a name
"SARASWATI” .

Now Indian mountaineers are high-spirited. Among them the women who
succeeded in scaling Mt.Everest are expected to play an important role in
Indian mountaineering in future. Miss Santosh Yadav, the overall leader of
this joint expedition, has become the first woman in the world to scale Mt.
Everest twice.

I hope that Indian and Japanese women will get together again to
attack higher peaks, and that the women members of HAJ will make fine
expeditions from now on.

My best thanks are due to the Director General, DIG, Mr.Hukam Singh,
and other officers in ITBP, and Captain hli, the President of IMF ,who allsu
pported this expedition heartily.

Indian Himalaya is very great and still has many unknown parts. I
wish ITBP and HAJ will keep the best relationship forever.

July 1993

translated by Eri Kusuda



FOREWORD

Santosh Yadav

Indian leader

First of all, I would like to say that I am very grateful to our
respected Shri R.K.Wadehra, the Director Genmeral Sir, Shri Patnik, IG(HQrs),
Shri Hukam Singh, Addle DIG(Ops), and other officers those who have been
concerned with the cause of our expedition at different stages. I could
never imagine that I would be selected as the leader of the expedition as
such a young age and that two of an international expedition. It was some-
thing that happened with the divine hands of the Almighty God. I am
particularly grateful to my D.G. and the department for reposing so much
confidence in me, to lead an expedition to a challenging 6, 940m high virgin
peak.

My first expedition in 1989 was a 9-Nation International Exp. led by
Shri Hukam Singh. There-after, I scaled Saser Kangri-1 in 1990, attempted
Kanchenjunga-1991 and finally climbed the Mt.Everest in last May, all under
the dynamic leadership of Shri Hukam Singh. As a member of an expedition,
the real challenges one faces is beyond the Base Camp, but as a leader the
challenges is un-ending and omni-present. It is here that my Co-leader Mrs.
Reiko Terasawa, a most humble nature, pleasant and sincere, always came to
my help. The other Japanese members were also extremely well natured and
friendly.

I think that ours was the most homogeneous, balanced and dedicated
team, We - the six woman climbers from Japan and six from India include our
liaison officer and the doctor, though appeared stranger at the beginning,
became good friends by the time we reached the road-head, a wonderful one
dozen,

Our Force is giving lot of encouragement to women climbers. In June,
I was the lone woman mountaineer in ITBP. But in July, there was a team of 5
girl climbers - all serving in ITBP. Equally interisting factor was, the
Japanese participation in the team.

Our headquarters helped us in planning and speedy preparation. On

.._6_



July 12 and 19, the Japanese members arrived in Delhi. We received a boost
when our expedition was "Flagged Off” on July 22nd by Hon ble Minister of
State, Shri M. M. Jacob. On July 23rd, we left Dehli and reached Badrinath/
Mana, the road-head on July 26th.

Torrential rains, shortage of porters and ponies and on top of these
the disruption of mule track by flood and land slide slowed down our move to
Base Camp considerably. 8th Battalion of ITBP helped us in making porters
and ponies arrangements.

Saraswati river and all the nullahs enroute to Base Camp were in
spate. It was quite risky to cross. we were rather lucky that Dr,Rita Patel
had a narrow escape, while crossing turbulent Saraswati river, through a
damaged iron bridge, though her ruck sack became a casualty.

Thus, reaching Base Camp on August 6, .ich was set up at an altitude
of 5, 160m on lower part of Balbala Glacier, gave us a big sense of relief.
¥e lost no time in having Base Camp properly organized, In fact, our Advance
Party under Hav.Sange Sherpa, an Everester, had reached Bace Camp, a couple
of days ahead of the main team and had done adequate spade work. Also by the
time we reached the Bace Camp, all of us were fully acclimatised and felt
fighting fit. The lush green Saraswati Valley, with Alpine flowers in wild
blooms, gave us a feeling as if nature had laid a vast carpet to welcome
suddenly our complete tiredness disappeared and we felt charged with divine
POWer.

Lord Indira - the weather god, seemed having no soft corner for us
girls on the mountain, the way it rained and snowed on the higher reaches.

Climbing an unclimbed mountain has all the more excitement and thrill
since the team has to explore the unknown area and tread the untrodden path.
Climbing through the Balbala Glacier to Camp 1 was quite risky and hazardous
due to falling boulders. Camp 1 was set up at the junction of the lower and
the upper Balbala Glaciers, at an altitude of 5, 420m. However, the camp site
was quite safe. We were able to ferry loads and have it fully stocked within
two days. Selection of route is vital for the success as well as the safety
of the team, Shri Hukam Singh had given me a detailed briefing about the
peak and possible safe routes. We discussed among ourselves the various
possible routes and decided to follow up the right bank of Balbala Glacier.

__7_



¥e set up Camp 2 on the upper Balbala Glacier basin, at an altitude of
5, 730m on August 11.

The route beyone Camp 2 was full of crevasses. There was also an ice
wall, which we could negotiate by laying three fixed ropes. After the ice
wall, there was little gradual climb infested with crevasses. To tackle the
steep climb to the ridge we had to fix six fixed ropes. Thus, we were able
to set up Camp 3 on August 12, bang on the ridge at an altitude of 6, 450m.
After setting up Camp 3, all members came down to Base Camp for two days
rest and recuperation, On August 15, we moved direct to Camp 2, inspite of
bad weather. On August 17, I alongwith 4 members occupied Camp 3, even when
the weather was still inclement. On August 18, the weather was very foggy up
to 7 am. and then suddenly it cleared off. Around § am., the first summit
party headed by me started for the summit, negotiating the difficult pitch
by laying six fixed ropes. Around 12 o clock when we were close to the
summit, the weather suddenly turned hostile, totally restricting the visibi-
lity. We waited there for about an hour. At this point our L.0., Miss Alpana
with one HAP returned to Camp 3.

Then the miracle happened and the weather suddenly cleared just for
half an hour, This encouraged us and at 14:00, I stepped up on the summit
followed by Hav. Sange Sherpa, Jyotika Negi, Mamta Thakur, Bhanita Tymungpi
and HAP Samdu Sherpa. We hosted our National Flag, ITBP, HAJ and IMF flags,
and performed puja. Also took photographs.

On August 19, Mrs.Reiko Terasawa alongwith 5 Japanese ladies, L.O.
Miss Arpana and 4 HAP, starting from Camp 3 at 6 am. scaled the peak at 11
am. .

Thus, in all 11 women and 5 male supporters made to the summit of the
challenging unscaled peak, for which the encouragement we received from our
DG, IG and Addl DIG(Ops) have been inspiring,

I am grateful to my Co-leader Mrs.Reiko Terasawa and all the members
of the team for their excellent cooperation and team spirit. I am also
grateful to Subedar/R0O Kashimir Singh for maintaining excellent wireless
communication and to Hav, Sange Sherpa for his meaningful role in climbing,

JAY HIND
August 1992
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FOREWARD

Reiko Terasawa

Japanese leader

On 18th and 19th in August "93, all the members of our team including
L.0. scaled the unclimbed peak (6, 940m) on the border between India and
China, one of the peaks of Kamet area near Mana pass.

It wouldn™t have been possible for me to overcome difficulties in
changes of the aim peak and leading the joint expedition in an inner line
area, if other Indian and Japanese members had not helped me. Their bright
sniles and fine singing voices always gave me energy. This was the joint
expedition made by two kind of manners, customs, cultures, social organiza-
tions and languages. I can't say there was no trouble in our expedition,
But every joint expedition has some troubles. Spending many days with each
other, solving many kinds of problems together, we could understand each
view of life and mountaineering, and get friendship.

The route along Saraswati River was once used by pilgrims from
Badrinath to Mt.Kailas, Lake Manasarowar, so that I was very excited when
walking there. On the way we could see the snow plain leading to Mana pass
in a short time, The view made me struck with the pioneers who had passed it
long before, and feel walking in the area where Indo - Chinese border war
happened recently as an important experience.

¥henever wishing to go to unknown areas or peaks, we have to worry
about changes of international relations, as our seniors of Japanese
climbers did so. They never stopped making efforts to explore unknown areas
in Himalaya even when going there was impossible. Without them, we could nt
have got the chance to go and climb P.6940. I believe that someone will
sympathize with my dream and make it come true. I heartily wish the HAJ

members of this expedition to be leaders next.

Ye all are very grateful to the people who supported our expedition

with deep understanding and heaty encouragement.

translated by Eri Kusuda
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P 6940 (“Saraswati"). This peak lies on the Indo-Tibetan border, rising
from the Saraswati valley near Badrinath. Itis near Mana Pass and northwest of
Kamet. The Indo-Japanese ladies’ expedition gave it the name of “Saraswati”
after the river valley. They were led by Indian Subedar Santosh Yadev and
Japanese Mrs. Reiko Terasawa. They approached from Badrinath along the
Saraswati valley and turned northeast up the Balbala Glacier until they were at
the top of the Schlagintweit Pass (6236 meters). (The Schlagintweits had crossed
here to Tibet to approach Abi Gamin in 1855. No other party is believed to have
reached the pass since.) The summit (6940 meters, 22,770 feet) was climbed
from the pass along the southeast ridge. The summiters on August 18 were
Santosh Yadev, Jyotika Negi, Mamta Thakur and Bhanita Timungpi, the last
three Havidars of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police. On August 19, Mrs. Tera-
sawa, Takako Kato, Mayumi Shirasawa, Emiko Yamaguchi, Yoshie Kameda,

Eri Kusuda of the Himalayan Association of Japan and liaison officer Aparna
Pangtey reached the summit.

HarisH KAPADIA, Editor, Himalayan Journal

Pt 6940(Saraswati)

The joint team, HAJ(Himalayan Association of Japan) team, led by
Reiko Terasawa(40, f), comprised 6 members, and ITBP(Indo-Tibetan
Border Police) team, led by Santosh Yadav(24, f), comprised 5
members, made the first ascent of this peak. This peak is located very
close to the NW of Schiagintweit Pass(6326m), over which Schlagint-
weit Brothers passed to Tibet when they approached Abi Gamin in
1855. This peak was named ‘Saraswali’ by above joint team this time.

On Aug. 6 when the joint team, who entered the Balbala Glacier via
Saraswati, where they placed BC(5160m) and could look at their
aimed peak for the first time. Though there was some difference on
the identification of this peak between the Japanese team and the
Indian team, which was finally proved that the former was right after
both teams climbed up to C1(5420m). After they placed C2(5730m)
on Aug. 11, all of them descended to BC. The C3(6450m) was placed
on the ridge by the ITBP team in between the Schlagintweit Pass and
the summit On Aug. 18 the Indian team—Santosh Yadav, Banita
Timungpi(24), Jyotika Negi(27) and Menta Takur(21) together with
two high porters made the first ascent. On the following day, all the
Japanese team—Terasawa, Haruko Katoh(43, f}, Mayumi Shira-
sawa(32, f), Emiko Yamaguchi(32, f), Yoshie Kameda(32, f), Eri
Kusuda(31, f) together with their Liaison Officer Alpana Pangtey(22, f)
and two high porters made the summit.
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‘Saraswati’ (6940 m)

Indo-Japanese ladies expedition 1992 was led by Ms Reiko Teraswa and Inspector
(Ms) Santosh Yadav. This unnamed peak in the Saraswati valley, on the Tibetan border,
was climbed by the south ridge from the Balbala glacier — a first ascent.



JMMIT DISCUSSIONS: Eversster Santosh Yaday' aidd lg:nau
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flagged off.

: z
Y 4T From Ow Btaft -
NEW DELHI, July 22
The Union Minister of State for Home Affairs,
Mr. M. M. Jacob, today Ragged off Indo-Japan-
ess All Women Ex dition, o scale tm,wrgm
6940-meftre Garhwa

The tearn, ¢onslating of six .Jepanése and five
Indian womén friountaineeers, would be led by
Ms. Santosh Yadav. It'is for the first time -that
such a joint venture ig baing ‘takerr up: bythe
womén mountaineers of Indis and Japan;~™

The team- members wete Introduced to the
Minister by the Director-General, Indo-Tibetan
Border Police, Mr: R, K. Wadehra.Mr. Jacob
Frasenmd the tricolour and the ITBP. flag to the

der of the expedition. ., . . . .

'mounhimr plan thier. strategy to scale to 6,940-metre

ﬁaqqed off in Delhi on Wednesday by the, Union-
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EXPRESS HE'WS SERVICE

© NEW DELHI = The Minister of . -
State for Home ‘Affairs, MFM. M. .
:Jacob, flagged off an Indo-Japanese *

“climbed Garhwal peak (ht 6940 m) .
.on Wednesday. here.” -
. The team ' consisting ": of < six
1Japanese and ‘five Indian womeh:

uucllmbcd

i® -i

: ;ITBP DG, Mr Jacob. -

iall women expedition to an un-.
"the leader Ms Santosh Yadav, and

_Japan to’ th_q oo-l:ade

“mountaineers, will be lead by Ms* :

. 'ITBP DG gives a helping hand to Minister of State for Home M:M.

Jacob in presenting the tri-colour;’
the leader .of lheTndo-Japanese all:
-‘ Garhwul Peak (h6940" m higl‘l} =in
C‘f Weédnesday. .

-_joint venture of both. the countties. -
During the brief functlon ‘me

“The Minister . presented “the
‘national tricolour and ITBP flag to

ag. of : Himalayan Aszguatwn of
Rciko

the ITBP flag, and the IMF flag to
woimen expedition to the as yet
ew. Delhi on
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Indo-J épag;ese‘f'
expedition

NEW DELHI, July 22 (HTC)
Minister of State for Home Affairs
M. M. Jacob flagged off an Indo-
Japanese All-Women Expedition to
an unclimbed Garhwal peak (ht. 6940
m) here today. The team consisting of
six Japanese and five Indian women
mountaineers, will be led by Everester
Miss Santosh Yadav. It is for the first
time that such joint venture is being
taken by the women mountaineers of
both the countries, according to a
Press release.

During the brief function held at
ITBP Directorate, DG ITBP, R. K.
Wadehra, introduced the team mem-
bers to Mr Jacob. Mr Wadehra high-
lighted the achievements of ITBP in
the field of mountaineering.
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Viembers of the joint Indo-Japanese women’s expedition, who climbed an unnamed k in th
Himalayas, at a felicitation function in New Delhi on Saturday. ey Garhwal

; m Garh

| 22,764 fi, on August

-, Women’s sJeam
scalesapgm, iy

L R ;

n L A .ﬂ':'-
“Members of the jomvlﬁd&t
. Japanese women-expedition!
. which recentlyzElimbed. &* yif-!
. gin’* “the’ "".Garhwall

-""'mhcﬁan "-_’__in the"”'Capital ' on
| . Saturday.': The'*‘team *"which

cbmprised six Indigg ‘and *six;
[‘Japmese women T -5
i scaled the peak, at &’ "height of!

on' August 19. :

.+ “"Givihg details’of the expedi-
 tionMs Bantosh Yadav, dvera!.l
71 ]eader of 'the expedition,
that the Japanese and Indian
climbers had shown excellent

team spirit and had succeeded:
.in thelr mission despitei.
. :weather. 'l'lwco-leaclerwas
" Reiko Targsawa.* Ef’,,}w s
: Thetea membets were a -

dressedb !.h
for Perso uc Grl\’.'rﬁ
vances and P
garet Alva. ~mmedmonmd
been “oiganized byiithe Ind&
“. Tibetafi Bordér Po with the
~collaboration or:-’-‘lhe “Indian
Mountaineering - Foundation
In all, 11 women and five'male
supporters made lt to  the
stimmit s h R T R



Members of the successful Indo-Japanese women's expedition to Garhwal
;erereeervedlnNewDeﬂaonSaudnybth'Henm Pm

Margaret Alva.

Indo-japanese

FmOtrShﬁRoporhr

NEW DELHI, Aug. 29. .
Eleven members of the Indo-Japanese women
expedition team to Garhwal Himalayas have re-
turned to Delhi after successfully scaling a chal-
quﬁ‘:g 22,764 feet high peak there.
ea:;dition was organised by the Indo-
Tibetan der Polics and Himalayan Associ-
ation of Japan under the auspices of Indlaﬂ

Mountaineering Foundation.
At the tlag-in tunction held toda Ihe leeder af
the jeint expedition, Ms. Santosh Yadav and the

Japanese leader, Ms. Relko Terasawa racalled
their experiences which despite the inclement
weather were fun-filled. "Climbing an unclimbed

mountain has all the more excitement and thrill;

since the team has to explore unknown area and
tread untrodden path, " Yadav said.

Falling bcmldere made climbing through the
Balbala Glacier to Camp | was risky and hazard:
ous, she said. The Camp | was set up at junction
of the lower and upper Balbala Glaciere. at an
altitude of 17,780 feet.

The route beyond Camp Il was full of cre-

PETSITR ¥

vasses. Thereweeeleoenloewellwhichme

eof 150
mSerrtnd\Yedevledlheﬂrst

_",t A :11'.:,_'1 :

Womén end expedltlon

Mrs. Reiko Terasawa, the Japanese leader
said they were thrilled to see the mountain
es, villages and number of temples on way
summit. Our road journey wes very pleas-
arrtmdwewereaﬂﬂnum ng, singing,
enjoying the scene, she said. :
hmpeekhye‘ttobenemed.itmnde

; as a fribute to the team spirit, cooperation and
friendship that marked the Ition. Mre. Mar-
aret Alva, Minister of State for Personnel, Pub-

ic Grlevencee and Pension said the joint exped|-
new chapter of cooperation
between India end Japan,
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i.o-a press release issued by Indo--
o Tibetan' Border Police
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(Saturday, ¥ % o,

;;‘f"-*‘:'Elevgn';l':ll‘ ﬁqé‘cll_mlgegs’fﬁcluqf"
»ing sigqapaneée;wgmen,climb_er:_,‘.-,
Yoné, Indian woian?liaissn officer;. :
Jand four male Supporters scaledthe © 7ir

£22,764"feet . peak 'on: Frida _
 striggling-farsix and‘a half hours:
: The women summileers are Reiko
?-'Teras'awq}"; Takako.-Kato, _Eniiko.
f Yamaguchi; Mayumi Shirasawa,

Jieam stes -
ak

AR
pe
7. Our Staff Reporter. i

bA :l?-mblﬁbe_rrlndodaphnq;e' ex- .
k;-::-']‘se‘dmms-'fed*‘by*Miss.-.‘s_an_wsh;-
1'Yadav climbed ts Gartiwal peak -
.f-.".n,_ear-'Ma.t.ia,s;-.l’a@wb.i.?&.}zws',nm:-f_;

ol "‘bu'-'.temdideq' unscaled, according:

“dfter. 7

o
* Yoshie Kameda, Eri. Kusuda 'sind Ao

"Arpna Pangtey. They spent half ap °,
hour on the sumimif’ hoisting their
"respetlive‘nggs",'_‘glze_'rgl_qasg g}alle,d. 3
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- Teaching the (o
i _-rcuk after bagy

105tile wegther for more thy
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“Succeeded ' ' i
) Of the unnameq
Ing an €xtremely

n six

. sy U o
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Sunday, August 23, 199>

L houts are gix Japanese climbers,

i Indian
“and l'uur.m;tlcz‘:\:upporl_er's.
i e wis
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Women chmbers team halled

EXPRESS NEWS| SERVICE

NEW DELHI - Minister of State
Public Grievances -

for Personnel,
and Pensions Margaret Alva &m-
mended the joint Indo Tibetan Bor-
der Police and Japanese women
teant “for successfully scaling the
" unclimbed 6940 metre Garhwal
‘. peak’ recenti

“We are aII proud of your
“achievement’; she told the team
| while giving away momentos to
them in the Gapital on Saturday:
She also lauded the ITBP for being ,
the only force to have scaled the
Kanchenjunga and the Everest
peaks. At the sanie time, she hcped

that the force would take part in .

compenave, evenls also'as it was

( Shirasawa, -

very Sood |n skung and nverraftmg
She said - the’ 'unnamed - Garhwal
peak should be called ‘Saraswati”. "
The all wonf®n team comprised
overall leader; Subedar Santosh
Yadav, Havaldar' Jyotika Negi,”
Havaldar Mamta Thakur, Havaldar
Bhanita Timungpi; all from ITBP,
liason officer Arpana Pangtey,
Medical officer Rita Patel, ' six’
Japanese members from Himalayan -
Association of Japan'led by Relko
Terasawa,” Takako Kato, Ma
Emiko - )’amag hl,
Yoshie Kameda:and’ Eri Kusida.

The expedltion set oul from New :/

- Delhi on July:23; and in the' words .

of Santosh Yudav, "overcommg tor- -
rential rains, shortage of porters. and -

+." Director General
Wadehra, Additional DIG Hukam

ponies, disruption of mulc track due

+ to floods and landslides which ham-

+ pered our progress considerably, we
" reached the base camp on August
6"

" The base camp was at an alti-
-.- tude of 16,800 feet on the lower part

" of Balbala glacier. While crossing-
- 'the turbulent Saraswati river, Dr,

-Rita Patel had a narrow escape, she

'sald IERYR

'ITBP RK.

Singh) Captain M.S. Kohli, presi-
dent of the Indian Mountaineering

- Federdtion were among those pre-

sent on the occasmn\

==0E—
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Women cllmbers

survwed

HT Correspondent

odds

cier to Camp I was risky and hazardous
: ‘due to falling boulders. The camp was

—.iset up at the junction of the lower and
" NEW DELHI, Aug. 29%upper Balbala glaciers; at an altitude
Heavy rains, shortage of porters and" of 17,780 fect.

ponies, and landslides did not deter-

* the 11-member all women’s team from
+ scaling the unclimbed peak in Garhwal
* Himalayas on Aug. 18.

The team included Ms: Santosh
Yadav who was the second Indian

woman to scale Mount Evemt a cou-:
. a.m. the climbers recalled, the first

+ ple of months back.

Union Minister of State for Pcrson—.

nel, Public Grievances and Pension

Margarct Alva was present today to

welcome the climbers at the Indo-

Tibetan Police Border (ITBP) along+

-with the Director-General of the force
R. K. Wadhera. - --

Incidentally, the Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police had organised the climb. Ms
Santosh Yadav and four others hailed
from the force and the other six mem-
bers were from Japan. The liaison
officer Ms Aparna Pangtey, who was
not supposed to undertake the climb
beyond the base camp under the rules, -
went along with her colleagues and

- paid her obeisance to the ‘unnamed

peak.
Narrating the thrills and difficulties

.. of the climb traversing 22,764 feet, Ms
- Santosh Yadav, the team leader and
- the co-leader Mrs Reiko Terasawa
. said climbing through the Balbala gia-
" re—————————————— members of that team.

‘ The route beyond Camp-2 was full
of crevasses. There was also an ice wall
and.a gradual climb infested with cre-

. vasses. The entire team moved for the

final climb.on Aug. 18. The weather
that morning was foggy initially and
then it suddenly cleared. At about 8

summit led byMsSautosh Yadav

started 'or the summit and after brav-

ing the inclement weather, were suc-

cessful in their venture. The Japanese '

women made it the next day.’

* Mrs Alva, while congratulating the
team, said women once again exhi-
bited that they could take on toughest
of assignments and sports.

Captain M. S. Kohli, president of

Indian Mountaineering Federation *

(IMF) said an all women'’s team would
attempt to scale the Mount Everest
next year.

The team members were: Santosh
Yadav, Jyotika Negi, Mamta Thakur,
Bhanita . Timungpi, Reiko Terasawa,
Takako Kato, Mayumi Shirasawa,
Emiko Yamaguchi, Yoshi Kameda,
Er Kusuda and Rita Patel. The sup-
port team also climbed the peak with
the team. Kashmir Singh, Sange Sher-
pa, Dikar Singh and Sardar Singh were

— 102 —
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"'team scales :

Himalayan peak

‘NEW 'DELHI, August 29 (PTI):
An all-woman Indo—.lapanese team
which recently conqured a virgin
Himalayan peak in the Gharwal
region was flagged in here today by
the Union mmlster Mrs Margaret
Alva, S ot

The 12-member team, six “éach
from Japan and the Indo-Tibetan

. Border Police (ITBP), successfully
climbed the unnamed peak~(6,940

metres) on August 18 around noon
braving - snow and ‘ inclement
weather. 'The team leader was
Subedar (Ms) Santosh Yadav, Mrs
Reiko Terasawa was the Japamse

leader.

Congratulating the team for their

success, Mrs Alva said “we are
proud of your achievement and for
proving the age-old myth about
women being - .the, . weaker sex
wrong.”

The expedition was jointly or-
ganised by . the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP), the Indian
Mountaineering Federation (IMF)
and the Himalayan Association of
Japan’ (HAJ) 5

Mrs Alva said the*iTBP was the
only force to scale both Mt Everest

and Mt I(ancheruunga

5105




SUMMARY

Reiko Terasawa

translated by Eri Kusuda

Kamet, the north part of Garhwal, has attracted a lot of notice since
the beginning period of Himalayan exploration. Saraswati Valley, lying in
the western foot of the area, is the trade route between India and Tibet and
once has been used by pirglims to go to Mt.Kailas. After Second World Var,
it became very difficult to use this valley to go to Tibet for trading, and
it has been forbidden to do it since Indo-Chinese Border War in 1962. Also
the route passing near beautiful Mt. Satopanth, crossing Kalindi-Khal to
Gaumkh has become unused.

This summer, the ladies joint expedition by HAJ and ITBP could lucki-
ly scaled an unclimbed peak which stands at the end of this valley on Indo-
Tibeten border. Moreover,we could give it a name “Saraswati”, the name of

Indian goddess of wisdom.

On 19th July, all the members gathered in Delhi. Passing Rishikesh
and Joshimath, we reached Badrinath, the famous holy place. We did puja
(pray) at the temple there. The caravan began on 28th crossing the inner
line. But serious troubles of transport made us expend a lot of time so that

we had to spend one more week to reach BC than we had planned,

On 6th August BC was settled on the moraine in Balbala Glacier at an
altitude of 5, 160m.

Ve had only nineteen days for staying in the inner line area, But we
were in a good condition. During these ten days, a lack of porters made all
the members to carry loads as heavy as those for winter climbing, so we got
well-acclimatized. And overcoming the difference of languages, Japanese and
Indian members became good friends with each other, singing in chorus every
day, Their brightness gave me hope to scale the peak by all the members.



Monsoon™s influence wasn't so severe that we had thought.

On 9th with supports of high-altitude porters, passing a dangerous
area where stones always fell down, we settled Cl on the left bank of the
glacier at an altitude of 5, 420m.

On 11th settled C2 at the foot of P.6, 775 at an altitude of 5, 730m.
After making route to climb up through an ice fall, we went back to BC for
a rest and preparation. With some reasons, we decided First Attack Party to
be Indian and Second to be Japanese,

On 15th we began to move to upper camps, but the weather became bad,

On 17th C3 (6, 450m) was placed on the ridge between the summit and the
Schlagintweit Pass (6, 236m) which Schlagintweit brothers had crossed over
fron Tibet after their attempt for Mt.Abi Gamin in 1855. No other party is
believed to have reached the pass since by Indian Party.

On 18th Indian party left C3 (6, 450m) in foggy weather, waited an hour
on the ridge near the top for the weather getting clear, and at last scaled

it at 16:00.

On 19th Japanese party left C3 under the blue sky but soon the thick
mist caught us. Climbing through white-out, we saw a photo of God and some
incense sticks left by Indian party yesterday. The northern slope fell down
directly and the western also fell down so steeply. We found ourselves

standing on the top.

September 1992

DG~
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