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Four Indians atop virgin Saser Kangri-I

Our Staff Reporter

Young mountaineers, both Indi-.
an and Japanese, who kissed the
virgin Saser Kangri peak I.[ lt
7518 metres in the Himal,

an unfulfilled dream. They were

resolute about touching the sum-

mit in the next expedition.
'nu lndlln M i

Indian member had then to aban-

an eventful tale to tell about their
joint di on 7

with
the ITBP m'nnssd the Indo-
ion with the aim

September last.

After a function hosted by the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police and
presided over by Home Mini

to violate the untouched peak in

5 B Chavan in the Capital on Sat-
urday, the exuberant members
narrated how four amongst them,
all Indians, climbed to glory and
how Nk Tsering Angchuk
‘breathed his last on the snow.

The four  successful
summitters, Phu . Sonam
Wangdus, Tsewang Smanla and
Sheru Chlmldon after setting
foot on the peak, hoisted the Na-
tional Flag, the ITBP flag and the
Indian Mounitaineering Founda-
tion flag atop the summit.

and stout Msato

Okamoto (Japanese) and Hav
Prahalad Singh who had to return
‘when they were hardly 300 metres
short of the summit. were left with

Hulkum Slngh was the leader of
the joint venture. So far the ITBP
have scaled 41 major peaks in the
Himalayas of which 28 were
virgin.

‘The expedition set off for the
‘mountains on 3 August after call-
ing on Mr Rajiv Gandhi at New

through most hazardous route,
the team set up base camp on &
August at the snout of Sakang

glacier at 4800 metres.
Five higher camps were set up be-
vond this camp. The summit
camp was 8¢ up at 6650 metres
after 20 days of strenuous

don the dition. Within hours
of that, Nk Tsering Angchuk fell
down over 100 metres on the rock

all the odds, they resolutely
climbed up. But nature had some-
thing else in stock for them.
‘The weather suddenly became
hostile and nine -mnpt I.Ilam
(six Indians and

would do what
puuubbel.o rehabilitate the family
of late Angchuk. ITBP director
general O P Bhutani lauded the
‘team members.

y. UDF sweep JNU

staff Assn poll
Our Staff Reporter

The United Democratic Front
CmpmunnofthedN’USuff

had no alternative but to stay
back at the camp at 6650 metres
to pave the way for the
summitters. At about 8000 feet,
long rope had to be laid to open
the route through fized vertical
rock face and steep icy slopes. Six
members of the team left the
Camp IV in the early hours of 7
September. After 11 and a half
hours gruelling climb, four of

them could set foot on the summit -

at 5.30 p.m.

Mr Chavan presented memen-
108 to the members of the jointex-
pedition. He assured that thé

lls in the
recently ha!d association
elections.

The UDF has won all the five
posts of office-bearers with huge
margins. It has also won 12 posts
out of a total of 16 on its executive
council. Mr K N Joshi and Mr
Krishan Gop.;ld have been e!e.ned.

respectively.
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